NOU 23.2004 17:29 FR IBM BOCA INT PROP LRU 5618622355 TO 917038729306 



P. 06/14 



Status of Claims: 

Claims considered in this (1 st ) action are the originally filed claims 1-17; of which, 
claims 1, 11, and 16 are independent, claims 2-10 depend on claim 1, claims 12-15 
depend on claim 11, and claim 17 depends on claim 16. 

In this action, independent claims 1, 11 and 16 are rejected under 35USC1 02(e) as 
anticipated by Slater et at USP 6,654,796 (hereafter 'Slater*); and the dependent claims 
are all rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Slater in combination with other 
references [claims 2-6 and 12 on Slater in view of Howard US 6,584,505; claims 13 and 17 
on Slater in view of OToole US 6,345,294; claim 15 on Slater in view of Baker US 
6,092,204; claim 7 on Slater in view of Howard and Baker, claims 8-10 on Slater in view of 
Howard and Barrick US 6,625,647; and claim 14 on Slater in view of Howard and Barrickj. 
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Amend th * claims as follows; 

1 (currently amended). A system for providing a domain name lookup and redirecti on 
connection service* to multiple users of a data communication network; who are 
subscribed to said service, said system comprising a server located at a unique and 
predetermined address in said network, said server comprising: 

5 first means responsive to an inquiry re c eived from one of said subscribed use ia» 

said inouirv effectively designating pl u ral destinations in said network as potential target 
for redirection of the respective inquiry, communication i nquiries from sa i d n e twork uoc r a 
for operating in conformance to a predetermined set of criteria uniquely associated *Q said 
one subscribed user to determine an address in said network uniquely assigned to a single , 

10 one of said plural destinations: e n e of a pl urality of hoot entities; ooch said inquiry 

containing a first addressing term uniquely designating the location of said server in said 
network, and a second addressing term constituting a name having a non-unique 
agsnr-iatinn tn all of said plural destinations: h o st entities: a nd 

second means activated by said first means for using said determined address .to. 

15 redirect red i recting e a ch said inquiry to only said single one of said Plural destinations, a 
un i qu e on of sai d h o st entit i es. 

2(currently amended). A system according to claim 1 wherein said first and second 
means utilize "user profile'' information obtained from said one subscribed each network 
user to establish said predetermined set of criteria, sen d ing a oaid communication i nquiry; 
said user profi l e i nfo r mation effect i ve l y e stablish i ng a crit e rion for un i que l y selecting ono of 
5 said host entit i es. 

3(currently amended). A system according to claim 2 wherein said user profile 
information is stored in a computer devices operated by said one subsc ribed user, 
r es p ective users. 
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4(currently amended). A system according to claim 3 wherein said user profile information 
is stored in said computer device in the form of a "cookies" placed in said computer 
devices by said server. 

5(currently amended). A system according to claim 3 wherein said user profile 
information is stored in said computer device in the form of a plug-in mini-applications 
placed in said computer devices by said server. 

6(currently amended). A system according to claim 2 wherein said profile information is 
stored by said server in a location remote from the immedi ate location of said one 
gubscrifred the-user^ s e nd i ng a r e spectiv e s aid inqu i ry : 

7(currently amended). A system according to claim 2 wherein, in the event that 
information available to said server is insufficient to make a unique determination of a 
destination host addr e ss t o which a-said r e sp e ctiv e inquiry should be redirected, said 
server communicates directly with said one subscribed user th e o riginator of the res p ect i ve 
5 inqu i ry t o indicate a plurality of specific destination hoot Qddrooo name options apparently 
meeting said predetermined the r e spect i v e i nquirer's criteria for connection; said indicated 
options being presented in a form arwhenabling said one subscribed user the res p e c tive 
inqu i rer t o select one of said the indicated oddr e os name options^: enabling said server to 
redirect said inquiry to a destination associated with the selected option. 

8(currently amended). A system according to claim 2 wherein said predetermined set of 
criteria crit e r i on for at leas t - som e o f said i n q uirers is associated with a s mall predeterm i ned 
geographic region including said one subscribed user's immediate location, and said 
inquiry is required to be redirected to a destination within said region, l ocale in which tho 
5 respect i v e i nquirers ar e situat ed . 

9(currently amended). A system according to claim 8 wherein said i nqu i re r s one 
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subscribed user may be mobile and said immediate location of said one subscribed user 
m gy t ^reby vary over time, pr e determined l oca l e may vary with mov e ments of r e spective 
i nqu i r e r s: 

1 0{currently amended). A system according to claim 8 wherein said ppe subscribed user 
& inqu i rers are stationary and so that said user's immediate location is fixed over time. 
respective predetermined l ocal e s are fixed. 

1 1 (currently amended). A method of providing a name-based redirection service to 
multiple users of a data communication network who are subscribed to said service, said 
method comprising: 

receiving inquiries from said subscribed users at a server providing said service: 
5 each said inquiry containing a locator expression including a first term, for initially d irecting 
the respective inquiry to said server, and a s e cond term useful for locating containing 
ge n e ric nam e s assoc i at e d with both sa i d s e rv i ce and destinations in said network £gmol§ 
separat e from said server, service? said second term a sa i d g e n e ric name being 
susceptible of association with more than one said remote s ep arat e destination; 
10 in response to said second term in each said inquiry, selecting a network address 

uniquely associated with un a mbi g uous l y d e termining a single said remote se pa r at e 
destination; and 

redirecting the respective inquiry to the respectively selected network address, said 
request t o said det e rm i n e d sing le s e parat e d e st i n a t i on : 

12(currently amended). The method according to claim 1 1 wherein each said step of 
selecting said uniquely associated network address J ncludes: unamb i guously determining 
said s i ngle separate destination includ e s : 

referring to subscriber profile information registered in association with the user who 
5 originated the respective said inquiry, as a factor in making the respective selection, eatd 
oubocr i bed users to make reapeotivo oa i d determinat i ons. 
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1 3(currently amended). The method according to claim 1 1 wherein each said step of 

CO |flrtj n n aairi uniquely associated n t j^nrk address when the reactive second term . l s 

Related with pii.rai such addresses, tt nam bi guoualy d e termining aaid single aoporato 
10 deatinotion, w hen □ aoid generic no m o i a Qoaoeiatod with plura l deatinat i ona in aoid 

n e twork, i ncludes steps of: 

determining remoteness of lbs e ach u faaid plural d estinations associated with said 

addresses, relative to the instantaneous location of the source of the respective inquiry 

currently being processed; and 
15 selecting , as the said singl e d estinat i on ; t he network address of a destination 

closest to said instantaneous source location. 

14(currently amended). The method according to claim 12 wherein at least a portion of 
said subscriber profile information of a subscriber at least one of sold oupocribing uooro 
whose inquiry is currently being processed is stored in a computer e > a l ocation i n aa i d 
network currently being used by the respective subscriber, subscribing uaera, a nd wherein 
5 said step of determining a said single separate destination for an inquiry currently in the 
process of being redirected includes: 

communicating with said currently used computer l ocat i on t o refer to profile 
information stored In that computer, thereat? 

1 5(currently amended). The method according to claim 1 1 wherein, when a said second 
term generic name in an inquiry currently being processed is found to be po tent i a ll y 
associated with plural destinations in said network and information currently available to 
said service is insufficient to form a basis for unambiguously selecting a single one of said 
5 destinations as a target for redirection of the respective inquiry, said step of selecting said 
network address associated with determ i n i ng s aid single s ep arate destination includes a 
step of communicating bidirectionally with the subscriber whose a aaid u a er oMhe 
or i g i nating l ocat i on of th e i nquiry is currently being processed to resolve any ambiguities 
preventing said selection of said single on e of aaid destinations-. 
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1 6(currently amended). For a computer-based service to redirect inquiries through a 
data communication network, wherein a,server providing said servj™ recfi i vftfi inquir i es 
^ «. l h T T jh«*i tn .^iri m m ** fl nd redirects each received inquiry to a sinqlo destination 
in said network and wherein an inquiry currently undergoing processing is potentially 

5 associated with plural destinations in said network, a software-based system for effecting 
redirection of said inquiry currently undergoing processing; to a single on? of said Plural 
destinations: said software-based system including: 

means responsive to information contained in said current inquiry to ascertain 
destinations potentially associated with said inquiry; and 

10 means using predetermined selection criteria associated with the subscriber 

originating said current inquiry, for selecting a single one of said potential destinations, as 
the target for redirection of the respective inquiry. 

17(currently amended). A software-based system in accordance with claim 16 wherein 
said means using said predetermined selection criteria includes: 

means for determining the instantaneous geographic location efigin-of the 
subscriber who originated said the respe c tive cu rrent inquiry; 
5 means for determining relative distances between said potential destinations and 

said subscriber's location; i n sta nt aneous or i g i n; and 

means for selecting a single one of said potential destinations that is closest to said 
subscriber's location a s the target for redirection of said current inquiry, instantaneous 
oriQin. 
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